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Biography  

Elias Mossialos is Brian Abel-Smith Professor of Health Policy at the Department of Social Policy at 

the London School of Economics and Political Science, and Director of LSE Health. His research 

interests concentrate on health policy relating to health care systems. His particular focus is European 

and comparative health systems and policy, addressing questions related to funding health care, 

pharmaceutical policies, access to medicines in developing countries, private health insurance and the 

impact of EU law on health care systems. His work has been translated into Japanese, Russian, Greek 

and Spanish. He is internationally recognised for his comparative work on health care financing and his 

research on EU law and governance.  

He is currently examining approaches to stimulating research for neglected diseases based on the 

concept of a financial call option. He is also analysing incentives to address the need for sufficient 

investment in the development of antibiotics in order to meet changing medical needs. He has more 

than 200 publications including books, articles in peer-review journals (in economics, political science, 

public policy, and health policy and economics) and book chapters.  

In 1996 he founded LSE Health, which is currently LSE's largest research centre with 60 staff. The 

Centre was honoured with the prestigious Queen's Anniversary Prize in 2009, which is awarded 

biennially in recognition of outstanding achievement and excellence in UK universities and colleges. 

Uniquely in the field of education, the Prize sits within the national honours system. In 2010 he was 

awarded the Andrija Stampar medal by the Association of Schools of Public Health in Europe 

(ASPHER) and the European Public Health Association (EUPHA), for contributions to European 

public health. He was the 2002 and 2007 recipient of the Baxter Award from the European Health 

Management Association for the best publication in health policy and management in Europe.  

In the 2008 UK Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), the Centre's staff accounted for 25% of the 

submission of the LSE's Department of Social Policy, which has ranked first in its field in the UK in 

equivalent evaluations since 1996. The Centre's reserve fund of approximately £1.5 million is used to 

fund doctoral and post-doctoral students. Since 2004 the Centre has contributed a further £650,000 

from its own funds to support its PhD students. In 2009 the LSE's Research Committee highlighted the 

Centre's PhD programme and postdoctoral support systems as "exemplary". The Centre's dedication to 

combining technical competence with policy mindedness runs through its research, partnerships and 

networks. It is also an essential element of its postgraduate programmes, which train future generations 

of leaders in health care.  

In 1998, Professor Mossialos co-founded the European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, a 

major health policy research and knowledge transfer programme and a partnership between the World 

Health Organization Regional Office for Europe, the World Bank, the European Investment Bank, the 

Governments of Belgium, Finland, Ireland, The Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden, the 

French National Health Insurance Fund (Caisse nationale de l'assurance maladie des travailleurs 

salariés), the Veneto Region of Italy, the LSE and LSHTM.  He is currently Co-Director of the 

Observatory.  

The Observatory supports and promotes evidence-based health policy-making through comprehensive 

and rigorous analysis of the dynamics of health care systems in Europe. The Observatory makes a key 

contribution to cross-national comparative analysis in two ways: it lays the groundwork for others to 

engage in comparative analysis and it produces award-winning comparative analyses of its own. The 

Observatory's health system profiles are internationally recognised for their innovative approach, their 

rigour and their comprehensive scope. The Observatory also produces policy briefs, which summarise 

key research findings in an accessible format to inform policy-makers. An important part of the 

Observatory's work is organising 'policy dialogues' with ministries of health in Europe. These bring 

together high-level policy-makers to debate specific policy issues with international experts. The 

Observatory is widely acknowledged as a unique success story in knowledge development and transfer 

and a potential model for national decision-making in low- and middle-income countries.  



Professor Mossialos is also co-director of the European Observatory on the Social Situation, set up by 

the European Commission in 2005 to analyse social and demographic trends. His LSE-based research 

team reports on key health and social care policy challenges and produces research and policy briefs to 

assist the Commission. His work on a major EU project on health status and living conditions also 

feeds into the work of the EC's Social Protection Committee and the development of health system 

performance indicators.  

Professor Mossialos is a Fellow of the Faculty of Public Health (FFPH) and Fellow of the Royal 

Colleges of Physicians of London and Edinburgh and Honorary Consultant in Public Health with the 

South East London NHS Strategic Health Authority. He is an Honorary Professor at the University of 

Copenhagen, the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and L'Ecole des Hautes Etudes en 

Santé Publique in France. He edits the Cambridge University Press Health Economics, Policy and 

Management book series and co-edits an Open University Press book series on Health Care Systems. 

He is co-editor in chief of Health Economics, Policy and Law, a journal published by Cambridge 

University Press, and editor in chief of the Health Systems in Transition reports published by WHO. 

He chairs the editorial board of Globalization and Health. In 1995 he founded Eurohealth, a quarterly 

health policy journal, to cover the middle ground between academic scholarship  and policy-making. 

He is a member of ASPHER's Honours Committee and of WHO's European Advisory Committee on 

Health Research.  

From 2009 - 2012 Professor Mossialos was an MP in the Greek Parliament. He has served as a member 

of four Parliamentary Select Committees (Social Affairs, Educational Affairs, Defence and Foreign 

Affairs and European Affairs) and Chaired the Parliament's Special Permanent Committee on 

Monitoring the Social Security System (2010-11). He was appointed Minister of State in 2011. As a 

minister he participated in all major negotiations in Brussels, Berlin and Paris on restructuring the 

Greek debt and presented a comprehensive plan on reorganising the Greek state TV and radio 

channels.  This plan included the modernisation, downsizing and reorganisation of public broadcasting 

services, and led to the closure of two unproductive organisations which had been funded by the tax-

payer, the only state enterprises to have been closed by the Government in the last few years.  

He was the coordinator of the LSE Fundraising Committee (1993-96) to establish the Hellenic 

Observatory and the Eleftherios Venizelos Chair at the LSE European Institute. He served as the 

Acting Director of the Observatory between 1996 and 1998. He also co-organised two important LSE 

conferences on Greece in the 1990s (Greece: Prospects for Modernisation in 1994 and The 

Contribution of a Changing Greece to the European Union: The Dynamics of a Complex Relationship 

in 1998).  

Elias was the coordinator of the International Committee of Experts (chaired by the late Professor 

Brian Abel-Smith) invited by the late Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou to review the Greek health 

system in 1994. The Committee produced an influential report on reorganising the Greek NHS (B. 

Abel-Smith, J. Calltorp, M. Dixon, Ad. Dunning, R. Evans, W. Holland, B. Jarman, E. Mossialos: 

“Report on the Greek Health Services. Athens: Ministry of Health, June 1994).  

Professor Mossialos made a major contribution to the Greek government's White Paper on the 

decentralisation of health services and development of regional health authorities in 2001. This led to 

services being better able to respond to local patient needs. He has been a member of the board of the 

Hellenic National Medicines Agency between 2000 and 2002.  

Professor Mossialos has been an active participant in policy debates, advising the World Health 

Organization, the European Parliament, the European Commission, the World Bank, the UK Office of 

Fair Trading, Ministries of Health and Social Affairs in Belgium, Brazil, China, Cyprus, Finland, 

Greece, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Russia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain and Sweden and health insurance 

funds in Austria, Croatia, France, Hungary and South Korea. He was a member of the management 

board of the European Medicines Agency (2000-2003) and contributed to the work of the International 

Forum on 'Common access to health care services' co-ordinated by the health ministers of Sweden, the 

UK and New Zealand.  

In 1998, he was invited by the Russian government and the Russian State Duma to review 

pharmaceutical policy in Russia during the economic crisis. His recommendations led to significant 



savings for the government, enabling it to finance additional pharmaceutical care. He has twice been 

invited by the Belgian government (in 2001 and 2008) to undertake groundbreaking analysis of the 

impact of EU law and governance on health systems. The most recent analysis was presented at a high-

level conference in Brussels in 2008 attended by ministers of health from Belgium, Germany, Spain, 

Hungary and Luxembourg. This work has made a significant contribution to raising awareness among 

policy makers of the often subtle but important ways in which EU law can affect national autonomy in 

the area of health care. In 2007 he was invited by the Finnish government to review pharmaceutical 

policies in Finland. His review recommended stronger incentives for doctors and pharmacists to 

prescribe and dispense appropriate and good quality medicines, and policies to improve patient 

information and resource allocation. Most of the report's recommendations were implemented and have 

led to significant improvements in pharmaceutical care. In 2008 his work formed the centre-piece of a 

high-level symposium for US policy-makers in Washington DC following the presidential elections in 

2008. This was attended by senior US government officials, advisers to then President-elect Obama's 

transition team and several ministers of health from other countries. He was invited to organise the 

Commonwealth Fund's International Symposium on Health Systems (attended by several Ministers of 

Health) in Washington, DC in November 2010. He has advised the Austrian Association of Health 

Insurance Funds on physician incentives, quality of health care and pharmaceutical policies and 

completed a review of public health policies in Austria.  

His work (with Sarah Thomson) on private health insurance and health system financial sustainability 

has influenced debate about the interaction between public and private finance in EU health systems 

among several European Commission (EC) directorates (Employment and Social Affairs, Internal 

Market, Competition and Sanco) and fed into the work of the European Parliament's Committee on 

Employment and Social Affairs and the EC's Social Protection Committee.  

In November 2007 he gave the keynote speech at a conference organised by the Korean Ministry of 

Health and the Korean Health Review Agency to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the establishment of 

social health insurance in Korea. In December 2007 he advised the government of China on health 

insurance reforms and coverage decisions and in February 2008 advised the Prime Minister and several 

ministers of the Republic of Kazakhstan on social policy developments (higher education, health and 

social assistance reforms).  

In 2009 he produced a major report on antibiotics for the 2009 Swedish Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union. The lack of new antibiotics on the market forces physicians to prescribe a limited 

set of antibiotics, increasing the risks of antibiotic resistance, which some argue is a growing 

worldwide problem. The report proposed new incentive mechanisms based on a call options model to 

stimulate research and development. The research triggered the following impact:  

• a recommendation from the Swedish government in 2009 to the Council of the European 

Union (EU) to debate and issue a decision on antibiotics development in 2010;  

• a proposal put forward by the Swedish government following discussion with United States 

government officials in December 2009 to establish a transatlantic (US-EU) commission on 

antibiotics research and to push for US legislation.  

In 1999, he established the MSc in International Health Policy at LSE, which has attracted high quality 

students from more than 90 countries. In 2009 he established a modular MSc in Health Economics, 

Policy and Management, Europe's only modular MSc in the field. The MSc has been designed to meet 

the needs of mid-career professionals who seek formal qualifications in health economics, policy and 

management but do not have the flexibility to participate in a traditional MSc program. His teaching at 

the LSE reflects his research interests as outlined above. Professor Mossialos teaches the following 

courses at Masters level:  

SA 407 Financing health care 

SA 4D4 Measuring health systems performance 

SA 427 Pharmaceutical Economics and Policy  

Current research students  



• Lucia Kossarova (Measuring health system performance in Slovakia)  

• Philipa  Mladovsky  (Analysing the socio-political determinants of social health insurance in 

Ghana)  

• Huseyin Naci (Appropriateness and Quality of Care: Developing Methodologies and 

Indicators for Assessing the Quality of Medication Use in Selected European Countries)  

• Azusa Sato (Medicines policy in developing countries)  

• Corinna Sorenson (Toward Effective Health Technology Regulation)  

Thesis titles of recent PhD students  

• Examining aspects of equity in Canada's health system  

• Voluntary health insurance and health system performance in the European Union  

• 'The New NHS': Financial Incentives for Quality?  

• Decision-making under risk. The case of adolescent smoking  

• Non-adherence to medication: The impact of the doctor-patient relationship  

• General Practitioners' prescribing decision-making: the case of proton pump inhibitors in 

France  

• The politics of health insurance reform in Korea: institutions, policy networks and policy 

outputs   

• Welfare arrangements, safety nets and familial support for the elderly in Portugal  

• The impact of differing regulatory frameworks on post-patent pharmaceutical markets in the 

UK, US and Germany (1990-1997)  

• Regulating under constraint: the case of EU pharmaceutical policy  

• An analysis of the government-industry relationship in the British pharmaceutical price 

regulation scheme  
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